
 

              JERSEY: ICE AGE ISLAND       

Exhibition notes for Teachers 

These notes are intended to give guidance on the artefacts inside the gallery cases.  They: 

Give some background explanations 

Significant objects are highlighted 

Please see floor plan for case and exhibit numbers and 

 corresponding information 

1 

Footprints and Happisburgh   

(Happisburgh pronounced Haze-boro) 

Dates from between 780,000 years ago and a million years old – oldest evidence of people in Britain 

One of the team that has been working in Jersey discovered them – knew what he was looking for 
and they were spotted in the beach. 

Evidence of adult footprints and children.  Child footprints aren’t going in the same direction as the 
adults. 

Able to 3D scan the footprints – new technologies meant they were able to capture the footprints 
within 24 hours before they disappeared in the sand and tide 

Happisburgh is in Norfolk 

Model on the floor is a 3D model of them. 

 

2 

Early Tools and Early Animal remains 

The stone tools in this case are the oldest stone tools ever found in Britain (found in Norfolk) 

Dates from between 780,000 years ago and a million years old 

Internationally significant 

Animal remains are: Rhinoceros, Giant Deer, Spotted Hyena and Steppe Mammoth 



 

 

3 

Pine Cones 

Nearly 1 million years old 

Peat around them preserved them 

Not fossilised but are soft 

One on the right has possibly been nibbled by a squirrel or rodent 

Two are of the pines that can be seen in Britain and Jersey today.  However one is an extinct species.   

Seeds were found in it – however they wouldn’t be able to germinate because they have been 
waterlogged for so long. 

Pine cones tells us that the climate in Britain was not glacial or forest but woodland.  This means that 
people and animals can live here – this is very significant. 

 

4 

Child’s skull of Homo Antecessor  

Child’s skull from 850,000 years ago – this is a replica.  Please Touch! 

No evidence like this of people in Britain has been found, but these are the first people in Western 
Europe that have travelled out  from Africa. 

 

5 

Animal Bones 

Bones show signs of cut marks  

Evidence of being smashed open for marrow inside 

Animals are: Rhinoceros, Red Deer, Roe Deer, Horse tooth 

Tool marks under the animal marks showing that they are changing from scavengers (of meat on 
animals already killed likely killed by other animals) to primary hunters of animals – this is what 
changes human evolution.  They start eating more meat, which changes their metabolism, 
shortening their digestive gut and narrowing the waist.  Body morphology starts to change = major 
step in human evolution. 

 

 



 

 

6 

Boxgrove Tools 

The tools are half a million years old.  

Tools are basic handaxe tools – used for butchering and cutting.  They are an all-purpose tool.  

They are some of the best examples in Britain for this time.   

The flakes are waste products from when the handaxes were made.  

 

6a 

Science and Touch Table - Tools and Bones 

Modern replica handaxe and deer bone showing signs of cut marks – please touch!  

NOTE – the colour used in this area is green to represent the green landscape of the time 

V1 

This video shows what the landscape and animals might have looked like on a coastal plain like 
Jersey.  Please note there are scenes of animal butchery. 

 

7 

Sharing a Landscape – Boxgrove animals 

Bones of Wolf, Red deer, Bear, Lion and Beaver  

 

8 

Homo Heidelbergensis 

People who are making these tools and tool marks are Homo Heidelbergensis – a different species to 
Neanderthal and Homo Sapiens and are whom Neanderthals and Homo Sapiens are descended 
from. 

This is a replica of a jaw found in Germany. They lived between 600,000 – 200,000 years ago.  

Another stage in human evolution 

 



Please Touch! 

 

9 

The Birth of the Channel  

NOTE – The colour of the walls here is blue to represent the change in climate to a cold time 

This is one of the most important moments in creating Jersey’s landscape.  

This is 450,000 years ago 

There were huge ice sheets in Northern Europe and as far south as London.  

Due to climate change there was catastrophic flooding meaning the land bridge which originally 
existed between Europe and Britain was flooded and the Channel was created.   

The video can be useful to explain this visually.  

The newly formed Channel and the evolution of the Neanderthal meant that Neanderthals can move 
onto the landscape and live on Jersey. – THIS IS THE TIME THAT NEANDERTHALS HAVE EVOLVED 
AND HAVE MOVED INTO EUROPE AND JERSEY. 

 

10 

Neanderthal Tools 

Large axe at back of case on left is nicknames the ‘Biddenham Beast’ (names after where it was 
found).  It is a giant handaxe - probably too big to use but might be a demonstration axe, someone 
showing off or maybe a handaxe for rituals. 

Tools are made, reused and recycled – this shows that the Neanderthals are changing the way they 
react to the environment and find ways of adapting to the extreme climate changes.  This makes 
them a very special species.   

First evidence of persistent use of Fire about 300,000 years ago – makes Neanderthal very special.  
Fire becomes a focal point for Neanderthals – somewhere where they can gather around. 

All these tools are from France and Britain and date from 600,000 – 300,000 years ago 

 

Note – the colour in this area represents the fire that the Neanderthals are using  

 

 

 

 



 

 

11 

La Cotte – Ice Age Animals 

First evidence of organised hunting 

Animals are Wolf, Bear, Arctic Fox, Chamois, Reindeer, Red Deer, Wild Horse, and Wild Cow 

Neanderthals arrive following the animals and seasons 

Landscapes mean that the high ground provides a vantage point to see the animals.  They can then 
they can herd the animals into a valleys and ravines, ambush them and then take them into a cave to 
butcher. 

 

12 

Mammoth Skull  

The skull is upside down, so the teeth (which are the two oval shapes with ridges on) that are visible 
on the top of the skull were actually the teeth from the top of the mouth. You can seewhere the 
tusks come out of the skull. 

This skull was the largest fossil found at La Cotte de St Brelade. It is a large adult Mammoth which 
was about 36 years old and would have stood about 8’6’’ to it’s shoulder. The fossil was found in the 
1960’s.  

Mammoth had 6 sets of teeth over their lifetime. 

Two types of Mammoth –  

1 – Larger and hairy = Woolly Mammoth 

2 – Smaller and hairless = Steppe Mammoth 

This Skull was x-rayed and the molar tooth was used to determine the type of mammoth as we know 
that the  Steppe mammoth have 21 or 22 ‘plates’ in the teeth.  This one did as can be seen on the 
big x-ray picture meaning that this skull has now been identified as a Steppe Mammoth 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

13 

Science Touch table – Technology and Lanscape 

Above the table is a 3D image of the headland at La Cotte de St Brelade 

Levallois is a technique of knapping the flint named after the area in France it was first found in. 

Refitting the tools – we can work out the type of tool made by Neanderthals by looking at the flakes 
that came off the flint core 

It’s like a reverse jigsaw puzzle putting the flakes back together to work out what the core was 

Replica flints – one on right is a ‘flake’ and the one on the left is a ‘core’. 

Please Touch!  

 

14 

Bone Heaps – from 250,000 years ago 

Bones of many animals have been found at La Cotte de St Brelade.   

The bone heaps show that the Neanderthals were organised hunters 

Bones are Mammoth  and Woolly Rhinoceros 

 

15 

Neanderthal tools from Jersey  

Flint was not found in Jersey – meant that the Neanderthals are bringing the tools with them 

 

15a 

Meet the Neanderthal  

Replica Skull – from Spain.  The picture is of a female Neanderthal.  

Please Touch! 

 

 

 



 

 

15b 

Invisible Tools 

We think that some of the stone tools would have been attached to wooden spears and handles but 
the wood has just not survived, unlike the stone tools and the bones of the animals. Animal skins 
would also not have survived.  

Please Touch! 

 

16 

The sunshine Island – 125,000 years ago 

NOTE – the colour on the walls in this area represents the warming up of the climate 

The climate warmed up, the ice melted and the oceans filled up again.  Because of the climate 
change with the seas rising, Jersey became an island again.  It is unlikely that there were any people 
on it. 

However  - Belle Hougue caves contain many finds for Red Deer and it’s clear that they became a 
community of animals on their own.  This was an important find to show how Jersey remained a 
landscape rather than be hidden under water. 

Picture of the deer in front of the Jersey Museum is lifesize – we think that the animals became 
smaller because of the need for food, so essentially the animals had to ‘shrink’ to survive 

 

 

16a 

Hippopotamus skull 

Because of the warmer climate – exotic animals like lions and rhinos are found in Britain.  This skull 
of a Hippopotamus was found in  Cambridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Note – the colour in this area represents the change once again from warm to cold, meaning that  
ice sheets are created in the North, using up the sea water and making the land  between the 
Channel visible again. This means that Neanderthals and humans can now access the land in 
Jersey – which should be seen as a ‘table top’ of land overlooking the rich hunting grounds of the 
Channel. 

 

17 

Cutting edge of technology – 40,000 years ago 

Climate changed again and cooled down with ice sheets in the North meaning the ‘island’ of jersey 
became part of the bigger landscape connected again with France and England.  This means that 
people eventually came back to Jersey and this time it is both Neanderthals and Homo Sapiens that 
arrived.  

Tools at back of this case are Neanderthal tools and are similar to each other 

Tools at front of case are made by Homo Sapiens and are more sophisticated with tools for different 
jobs. 

Flint Knapping is the technique for hitting a core of flint with a harder type of stone to shape a tool 
(see video) 

 

18 

Life in a cold climate 

Bones of: Reindeer, Woolly Mammoth, Tooth Arctic Hare,  Chamois (type of mountain goat) 

 

19 

Hostile World 

Neanderthals and Homo Sapiens are not just hunting animals but also having to compete and 
sometimes hide from other predators.  These fierce animals include Bear, Wolf and Hyena. 

 

 

 

 



 

20 

Barbu the Neanderthal 

We have named him Barbu which is Jerriais for ‘bearded’ 

Based on skeletal remains found in central France 

Died at about 40 and he had lost a lot of his teeth 

Probably wearing more clothes as it was cold – we wanted to show off the difference in his body. 

Neanderthals were shorter, heavier, had thicker bones, a pronounce brow ridge, larger nose, and a 
larger skull than Homo Sapiens. 

It is recommended that Barbu is not touched – simply because the children have shorter arms and 
the leaning across to touch him could prove hazardous for both the children and Barbu! 

 

 

21  

Changing Landscape – La Cotte Animals 

Other animals found at La Cotte include Deer, Bovids and Wild Horse 

 

 

22 

Teeth and Skull  

THESE TEETH ARE ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ICE AGE FINDS THAT HAVE BEEN FOUND IN 
BRITAIN OR JERSEY 

13 Neanderthal Teeth and piece of child’s skull 

Only Neanderthal remains found in British Isles 

From 2 different people (originally thought to be from 1 person) 

 

 

 

 

 



23 

Neanderthal/ Homo Sapiens Skulls 

The evidence proves that they were here at the same time 

You can feel the differences in the skulls (left is Neanderthal and right is Homo Sapiens) 

Neanderthals extinct approx. 40,000 years ago – we still don’t know why. But Jersey is helping to tell 
this story as we know think that Jersey may have been home to some of the last Neanderthals.  

 

 

24 

Antlers and Tools – 14,000 years ago 

These are made by Homo Sapiens not Neanderthals  

Neanderthals became extinct approx. 40,000 years ago with Jersey becoming perhaps one of the last 
places that there is evidence of them (making Jersey very special yet agan) 

First people to make definite art (first examples are pierced seashells).  There is some evidence of 
Neanderthal art – but it is controversial and hotly debated by the anthropology and palaeo-
archaeology communities! 

‘Batons ’were made from Reindeer antlers and carved by a group of Homo Sapiens called the 
Magdalenian people (refers to their type of culture)  

Hole in baton possibly made for testing spear straightness by sliding it up and down the hole.  

New tools such as harpoons are being made 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25 

Les Varines 

OLDEST ‘ART’ FOUND IN THE BRITISH ISLES – SMALL STONE IN THE MIDDLE OF DISPLAY 

5000 tools found at Les Varines, St Saviour over a 3 year dig 

Magdalenian people approx. 18,000 years ago.  They are modern humans (Homo Sapiens), but have 
a specific culture and are called the Magdalenian people.  

We are still officially in the Ice Age – Homo Sapiens have now outlived all other Homo species 
(including the Neanderthals) 

Stone in middles of display is an ‘exotic’ stone and we don’t know where its from  

Currently lots of research on it – cuts and marks on the stone which aren’t visible to the naked eye – 
have used microscopes to see them (on the video).  We now think that this is a piece of art and 
predates the art found at Creswell Crags in Derbyshire – making it the oldest art found in the British 
Isles and the only Ice Age art found so far in Jersey.  

We also know that the Magdalene hunters produced flat discs of stone called ‘Plaquettes’ with 3D 
carvings  which have been found in mainland Europe and Britain. Perhaps this stone is part of a 
plaquette? 

This is another reason why Jersey is of international significance for Ice Age research.  

 

 

 

26 

DNA 

All humans have a very small  % of Neanderthal DNA  

We have chosen 6 people to have their DNA tested to see whether they are connected to 
Neanderthals. These people are from different communities (Poland, Ireland and England, 
Zimbabwe, Thailand, Madeira and jersey) in Jersey and will be discovering what their DNA says 
about their family history. 

Because of the % of Neanderthal DNA in modern human DNA we know that there was a definite 
interaction between Neanderthals and Homo Sapiens.   

 

 

 

 


